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New president wins prestigious award 
 

The newly elected president of the Royal Agricultural Society of WA has won the prestigious Jack 
Mann Memorial Medal. 
 
President Tony Devitt was awarded the medal during the WA Wine Press Dinner on Monday. 
 
In its 20th year, the award recognizes those who have made a significant contribution to the West 
Australian wine industry, as Jack Mann did during his lifelong involvement.    
 
“I’m so pleased to receive this award,” says Mr Devitt. The award is an honour made even sweeter 
for Mr Devitt because Jack Mann, then the winemaker at Houghton Wines, is one of the people 
responsible for his life-long love affair with wine.  
 
“I first met Jack Mann in 1963 and along with a few other people he was responsible for seducing 
me into the wine industry with his knowledge and passion for wine,” Mr Devitt. “We used to have 
barbecues at Houghton and I used to listen to him talk about wine and life and found him 
fascinating.”   
 
Mr Devitt and his family own Margaret River’s Ashbrook Estate Wines, which celebrates its 30th 
vintage this year. He spent more than 40 years at the Department of Agriculture and Food working 
mainly in horticulture and viticulture. 
 
The Royal Agricultural Society president has a degree in agricultural science and diploma of 
winemaking, both with honours. For decades he has been a driving force behind numerous industry 
groups including the Wine Producer’s Association, the forerunner of the Wine Industry Association 
of WA and has encouraged viticulture development in regions around the State. 
 
The Jack Mann Memorial Medal was awarded by His Excellency the Governor of Western Australia, 
Dr. Ken Michael AC, at the Concert Hall. 
 
Previous recipients include some of the wine industry’s most renowned personalities including Dr 
John Gladstones (inaugural winner, 1989), Tony Smith of Plantagenet (1995), Denis and Tricia 
Horgan of Leeuwin Estate (1996), journalist Mike Zekulich (2000) and last year’s winner John 
Griffiths, a winemaker and consultant. 
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