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The Royal Agricultural Society welcomes a new President 
 
 
An award-winning winemaker dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in wine and vines is 
the new president of the Royal Agricultural Society of WA.  
 
During The RAS annual general meeting on June 24, Mr Tony Devitt replaced Mr Ivan 
Solomon to become the agricultural society’s 60th president. 
 
Mr Devitt, 63, is passionate about food and wine and has dedicated his life to agriculture. 
 
During his presidency he hopes to forge a stronger relationship between the agricultural 
and urban communities by providing opportunities to demonstrate how our primary 
industries feed and clothe us and what is required to profitably sustain them.  
 
“We may quip that our white milk is purchased in cartons but it is produced from cows of 
many colours,” says Mr Devitt. “How much does our community really understand about 
agricultural systems?” 
 
“Now more than ever, food production security for our farmers is vital. Agriculture and 
the people involved in it are best placed to demonstrate how to produce clean, safe food, 
how to manage environment issues like the management and efficient use of energy and 
water and maintain biosecurity.” 
 
Mr Devitt has been on the council of the Royal Agricultural Society of WA for five years 
and has judged and been involved with the annual Perth Royal Wine Show for many 
years. 

 
His term will last for three years and as well as guiding The RAS, Mr Devitt hopes to see 
among other things the completion of a permanent exhibition for Conservation & 
Landcare and to create a year-round education precinct at the Showground which the 
public, especially school-aged children, can access. 
 
“The Royal Show entertains and educates and it’s a valuable community asset. The 
strength of both the society and the Show is magnified by the fact that it’s so accessible 
and close to the heart of the city. 
 



“We must encourage the community and government to be involved in this iconic asset 
by exciting them with great ideas, provide the chance to pass on valuable information  
and through this encouraging their patronage. It’s vital we help people understand the 
ramifications of human behaviour when it comes to managing our environment for future 
agricultural production.” 
 
Mr Devitt has a degree in agricultural science and diploma of winemaking, both with 
honours. For decades he has been a driving force behind numerous industry groups 
including the Wine Producer’s Association, the forerunner of the Wine Industry 
Association of WA and has encouraged viticulture development in regions around the 
State. 
 
After more than 40 years, Mr Devitt retired from the Department of Agriculture where he 
spent most of his career in horticulture and viticulture. He now divides his time between 
Perth and Margaret River, working in the family business, Ashbrook Estate Wines, which 
this year celebrates its 30th vintage. 
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