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Art for art’s sake

Two artists have shared the first prize in The West Australian Open Art Exhibition.

Lorraine Sutherland from Pickering Brook and Mirella Pica from Kardinya will split the $5000 first
prize money for the Best Artist category.

Called Midland Brickworks, Lorraine’s acrylic piece is inspired by her love for the urban and
industrial landscape, which has strength and presence.

“I try to paint strong works rather than painting ‘pretty pictures’,” says Lorraine.

Mirella Pica’s piece is called Going to Town. The Kardinya painter, who has been practising for nine
years, uses acrylic too but hopes to one day adventure into oils.

“The win was a lovely surprise,” says Mirella. “I paint with a group every Wednesday and it's just
fantastic because it's the main thing | do.”

Best Rural Artist award went to Coolup’s Everlyn Sturges with her oil painting The Farm Shed. A
self-taught artist, Everlyn has been painting since she was a teen.

“I have two small children,” says Everlyn, “so this is my hobby and one day | hope to be painting
much more.”

Exhibition Chief Steward Teresa Rocchi says there was a huge variety of work in the exhibition this
year and the entries which range from abstracts to country scenes and beyond.

The Award Of Merit certificates have gone to Kirsty Griffiths of Thornlie for Views From The Chairlift
At The Show, Yau Chau of Banjup for Nude and Troy Barbitta from Mt Hawthorn with Pig Island.

Entries in this year's competition were up 20%, breaking all Show records she said.

“How wonderful it is to become so popular that the Royal Agricultural Society of WA is looking at
expanding the building. We're hoping to get some sponsors to help us find that space.”

As part of the art exhibition is the invitational Guy Grey Smith Memorial Exhibition which features 39
pieces by notable Australian artists painting on 12 x 14 canvases. It includes contributions from
George Haynes, Cedric Baxter and Douglas Chambers.

The West Australian Open Art Exhibition is conducted by the Royal Agricultural Society of WA and is
on display at this year’s IGA Perth Royal Show 2008. Each painting has been judged by a panel of
highly-qualified judges.



The art is on exhibition for the entire eight days of the Show in the Arthur Wilkinson Pavilion.

The IGA Perth Royal Show 2008 is on from September 27 to October 4.



