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The best of nature wins the district day

Wheat, wool, wine, timber and crops were the key to the winning display at this year’s District
Display competition.

It was the display by the Great Southern region, featuring these five elements plus plenty of water,
which judges deemed the winner out of all the West Australian regions.

“We are flabbergasted,” says Marilyn Brockway, one of the organisers of the Great Southern
display. “We often come near the top but this time we were very pleased.

“We thought our display was pretty good but we didn’t think the judges on the day would name it the
best.”

Eastern Districts was the runner-up.

Every year hundreds of volunteers from around the State create impressive displays which highlight
the value of their region’s primary industries.

The District Displays are one of the Perth Royal Show’s best loved competitions, but they also
require great amounts of time and effort from each region.

It takes many months to coordinate the displays which offer a rare snapshot of Western Australia’s
primary industries and provide an impressive visual reminder of the contribution regional Western
Australia makes to peoples lives and the economy.

The District Displays have a rich heritage: established in 1927, the competition lapsed during World
War 11 and was not part of the Show again until 1958. Since then they have been a staple on the
Showground for city and country visitors and are on display daily in the Department of Agriculture
and Food Centenary Pavilion during the IGA Perth Royal Show 2008.

Councillor in charge Margaret Banister calls the District Displays a refreshing mix of human
endeavour, artistic creativity, fresh produce and exhibitor competition and camaraderie.

“Rural, pastoral, mining, horticultural and fishing endeavours are a visual feast for visitors. The
diversity of the display crops, products and resources make spectacular and colourful viewing, as
well as providing an educational element,” she said.

The District Displays are known for their good-natured inter-regional competition.

“There is a very friendly rivalry,” says Marilyn Brockway. “Everyone is pleased for the people who do
well. We're all friends who come here year after year.”



The IGA Perth Royal Show 2008 is on from September 27 to October 4.



